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Some things come before numbers. Sorting, matching, and 
so on, are activities which are essential before the child can 
move easily into counting and other aspects of number 
work. 

It is the same with the child's ideas about space. Topology 
-the study of the general properties of space, including 
nearness, connection and continuity- provides the key to 
the early experiences needed here. The Sauvys provide a 
clear and succinct introduction to some topological ideas 
(all intelligible to non-mathematicians) and go on to 
discuss work which can be done with children to broaden 
their awareness of the topological properties of space. 

Their bookspringsfrom the work the Sauvys have been 
doing in the Decroly School near Paris, and their 
suggestions are both well-researched and practical. This 
first English translation has an introduction by Bill 
Brookes, Lecturer in Education at Southampton 
University. 
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